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A 24-YEAR-OLD INVESTOR GETS A RETURN OF 27%, WINS THE VIRTUAL TRADING COMPETITION 

INVEST QUEST ORGANIZED BY THE BUCHAREST STOCK EXCHANGE AND THE ROTARY CLUB 

Vlad Adrian Istrate, a 24-year-old investor from Bucharest, took first place in the virtual trading competition, Invest Quest, 
organized by the Bucharest Stock Exchange (BVB) and the Rotary International District 2241 Romania and the Republic of 
Moldova and won RON 5,000 prize, offered by the Rotary Club. The Invest Quest competition was part of a broader project 
developed by the two institutions for promoting education in areas such as the economy, financial investments and 
entrepreneurship through training programs addressed, but not limited, to the young people.  
 
Vlad Adrian Istrate registered a return of 27% in the competition. He has been an active investor on the Romanian capital 
market for one year. 
 
“I started trading on the Bucharest Stock Exchange 361 days ago. I have benefited from a favorable period on the stock 
exchange, so my return reflected the market’s growth. I enthusiastically welcomed both of BVB initiatives - Driven by Return, 
a real-life trading competition where I have also participated but I did not manage to beat the BET index, as well as Invest 
Quest, a project where both the seminar presenters and organizers did a great job. I hope that in the future there will be 
even more of such events, competitions, seminars or forums on investing as I will definitely continue to participate in these 
initiatives with pleasure” stated Vlad Adrian Istrate. 
 
The virtual trading competition Invest Quest ran between April 5th and May 31st. Each contestant who registered for 
competition received a virtual trading account, fueled with RON 20,000 virtual money for trading the most liquid shares 
listed on BVB, which are included in the BET-XT index. Apart from trading, the contestants had to attend at least 2 out of 
the 5 educational seminars that were organized as a part of the Invest Quest project. The 5 educational modules were 
overall attended by more than 200 persons.  
 
“We are very pleased of the project and satisfied with the results. To be an active investor means to use and 
train intelligence, intuition, practical skills, rules of integrity. This is a constant workout which makes us acting better also in 
other domains of our lives. This is why we are repeatedly saying that to be an investor is a state of spirit. I want to 
congratulate all who participated in our BVB-Rotary Romania project and passed through this spiritual workout”, said Ludwik 
Sobolewski, Bucharest Stock Exchange CEO. 
 
“I was pleased to see that the Invest Quest prize goes to a young man who already has some experience in the capital 
market. I congratulate Vlad Adrian and wish him success in the future. I thank our partners, the Bucharest Stock Exchange, 
for the way the Invest Quest project has been carried out. It is a useful financial education tool and the results will be seen 
over time”, said Mircea Solovastru, Governor, Rotary International District 2241 Romania and the Republic of Moldova. 
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The winner of the Invest Quest was selected based on the return on the portfolio obtained, while respecting the market 
rules, like in the case of real market trading. In order to select the winner, once the competition ended, BVB has appointed 
a special Commission that verified the trades of the contestants. The Commission determined the winner of the competition 
based on the criteria mentioned in the rules of Invest Quest competition.  
 
The Invest Quest competition was part of the partnership signed by Rotary International District 2241 Romania and the 
Republic of Moldova and Bucharest Stock Exchange in February 2017. Participation to both, the Invest Quest seminars, as 
well as the virtual trading competition was free of charge and open to all, following the Rotary’s motto ‘service above self’ 
through which the Rotarians support and offer to the society cultural, social and medical initiatives. 
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